From the Trenches to the Writer’s Desk: Establishing a Collection of Children’s Books Authored by Military Veterans in an Academic Library by Hoeve, Casey D
University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
Faculty Publications, UNL Libraries Libraries at University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
2021 
From the Trenches to the Writer’s Desk: Establishing a Collection 
of Children’s Books Authored by Military Veterans in an Academic 
Library 
Casey D. Hoeve 
University of Nebraska - Lincoln, achoeve@unl.edu 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/libraryscience 
 Part of the American Literature Commons, American Popular Culture Commons, Library and 
Information Science Commons, and the Other American Studies Commons 
Hoeve, Casey D., "From the Trenches to the Writer’s Desk: Establishing a Collection of Children’s Books 
Authored by Military Veterans in an Academic Library" (2021). Faculty Publications, UNL Libraries. 410. 
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/libraryscience/410 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Libraries at University of Nebraska-Lincoln at 
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It has been accepted for inclusion in Faculty Publications, UNL 
Libraries by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. 
1
   
From the Trenches to the Writer’s Desk: 
Establishing a Collection of Children’s 
Books Authored by Military Veterans  
in an Academic Library 
Casey D. Hoeve 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska 
Correspondence —  Casey D. Hoeve, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries,  
317 Love Library South, 1248 R St. Lincoln, NE 68588; email achoeve@unl.edu  
ORCID  Casey D. Hoeve http://orcid.org/0000-0003-4837-8910  
Abstract 
Kansas State University possesses a collection of juvenile literature to aid Educa-
tion and English Department programs. KState is also the university with the larg-
est military population in the state. It was discovered that several famous children’s 
authors were military veterans. Building upon this research, over 160 children’s 
authors who served in the military were identified. K-State Libraries NEH Endow-
ment Committee funded the curation of a military veteran children’s literature col-
lection, the only known academic library to possess such a collection. The collection 
enabled the libraries to provide outreach through access to the materials, internet 
resources, and special collections exhibits. 
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Introduction 
When the topic of children’s literature in libraries is addressed, peo-
ple will most likely associate these books with public libraries. Pub-
lic libraries often have special areas specifically dedicated to juvenile 
literature, including smaller furniture and character-related toys in 
tandem for entertainment. There are also dedicated children’s librar-
ians who actively engage with literacy and summer programs, as well 
as story time readings and early learning activities. 
Children’s literature in academic libraries is lesser known, but an 
important part of research and the curriculum for English, Family 
Studies, and Education departments. Examining award-winning lit-
erature can illustrate diversity trends (Crisp et al. 2016), sensitive is-
sues, whether children are exposed or not exposed to this literature, 
and how to diversify reading in the classroom. The lives of authors 
may also be researched, determining meaning and context behind 
their works. It is essential to have a wide array of materials to provide 
opportunities for novel research contributions to the field.  
Children’s literature written by military veterans poses a unique 
opportunity that has rarely been researched before when compared 
against other topics. From the perspective of diversity, it is not only 
important to select diverse materials, but also works written by a di-
verse array of authors. The connection between children’s literature 
and military veterans may seem like an anomaly, but a substantial 
number of former service members are authors of children’s liter-
ature. Research libraries seek out unique collections that are gen-
erally related to the university, and military veteran children’s lit-
erature connects with the military-inclusive community of Kansas 
State University (K-State). K-State offers outreach programs for Mil-
itary Affairs, Nontraditional and Veteran Student Services, the Insti-
tute for Health and Security of Military Families, and Air Force ROTC 
and Army ROTC. Education extension programs are also available for 
military students from Fort Riley, 20 min away from K-State, and Fort 
Leavenworth (K-State 2021). Given K-State’s land-grant mission, his-
tory of military outreach, collection strengths in military history, and 
children’s literature, a collection of children’s literature by military 
veterans significantly adds to the cultural record maintained by the 
university libraries. 
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Background 
K-State is a public doctoral Carnegie Classification R1 “Highest Re-
search Activity” university, located in Manhattan, Kansas. Established 
in 1861, KState was the first land-grant institution created under the 
Morrill Act (Kansas State Universitya 2020), largely focusing on a cur-
riculum based upon agriculture, science, military science, and engi-
neering. While K-State Libraries have collection strengths in the con-
sumer movement, and one of the best research collections on cookery 
in the United States, the substantial collection of children’s literature 
is often overlooked. 
K-State Libraries possess over 20,000 volumes of children’s litera-
ture. This collection supports the College of Education, and the Eng-
lish Department, which offers undergraduate courses in children’s 
literature, as well as a Master of Arts in English in Children’s Litera-
ture. The graduate program is highly respected and contains univer-
sity distinguished professors within the children’s literature program 
and English Department (Kansas State Universityb 2020). Faculty and 
students use this collection extensively, either teaching small group 
sections in the library, or sitting in the stacks researching and read-
ing materials for class assignments. 
Beginning in 2011, K-State Libraries has operated under a flat bud-
get, with few resources available to support new areas of scholarship. 
Since 2014, the Libraries have encountered extreme budget cuts, with 
monetary collection reductions, in excess of one million dollars (Ho-
eve and Geuther 2020). This has created significant barriers for the 
development of new and innovative collections, particularly in the hu-
manities, which experienced a disproportionate amount of resource 
non-renewals. 
In 2013, after a bibliographic search was conducted on a favorite 
children’s author, Shel Silverstein, it was discovered that Silverstein 
had served in the military, and was briefly stationed at Fort Riley, a 
military installment near K-State. Given K-State’s research, curricu-
lum, and library support for children’s literature, the content devel-
opment librarian for arts, architecture & the humanities and the rare 
books librarian searched for early works by Silverstein. They were 
able to acquire a copy of Take Ten (later renamed to Grab Your Socks! 
in paperback form), signed by “Corporal Shel Silverstein,” a work he 
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had authored during the Korean War for Stars and Stripes. The prove-
nance of the book from the seller indicated it was autographed shortly 
after his tour of duty. 
The curiosity to investigate a possible connection with military 
veterans authoring children’s literature led to a comprehensive study 
to identify other children’s authors who had served in the military. It 
was concluded that no other library possessed an organized collection 
of children’s literature based upon this theme, offering the opportu-
nity to build a unique collection at KState Libraries. K-State Librar-
ies large collection of children’s literature is considered an informal 
strength, but not atypical enough to be prioritized like the cookery 
and consumer movement collections. However, at the moment of the 
project’s conception, the libraries were strategically planning to ap-
ply for ARL status. It was believed that adding a unique sub-collec-
tion strength would potentially increase the libraries ability to dem-
onstrate research collection value. A pilot project was encouraged by 
libraries administration to explore this subject in more detail, and uti-
lize this discovery with the intent of developing a collection of chil-
dren’s literature authored by military veterans. 
Literature review 
Children’s literature can be viewed as a definitive foundation of cul-
ture. Juvenile literature is traditionally the first printed word chil-
dren are exposed to: It engenders cognitive development, increased 
vocabulary, and stimulates imagination (Harris 1990). Within this 
context, the culture of acceptable standards and content allowable 
in children’s literature has significantly evolved. Earlier texts, some-
times deemed racist (Yuill 1976; DePalma 2016) exclusive, xenopho-
bic, and gender normative, are also mixed with classic texts that tran-
scend these issues and are enjoyed by a modern audience. Present 
publications are becoming more inclusive, expanding authorship and 
subject matter to incorporate previously marginalized groups (Erbas 
2019), and serve as a method of teaching social justice (Crisp 2016) 
in addition to, and in conjunction with, books that are simply enter-
taining for their own sake. The academic examination of these texts 
explore how values and perceptions have changed or remained over 
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time (e.g. race, socioeconomic status, gender, religion, etc.), and thus, 
how we view culture on its most basic level, the elemental concepts 
we teach children. 
Pertaining to the connection between children’s literature and mil-
itary veterans, there are few examples of research, most focusing on 
prominent authors. While biographies may cover authors’ military 
service as minor subsections, and occasional articles are available ad-
dressing larger contributions to the war effort, such as the research by 
K-State Distinguished Professor Philip Nel (Nel 2007), children’s au-
thors association with military service are typically covered by maga-
zine articles. Examples include brief write-ups, such as those about A. 
A. Milne (Wright 2017), J. R. R. Tolkien (Laconte 2016), and P. D. East-
man (Galchen 2017). Other sources of information are found on per-
sonal websites (Baker 2016) and blog posts (Seiple 2019). However, 
there are more authoritative sources such as Wikipedia entries (Eric 
Carle 2020), the United States Defense Department (Lange 2019), and 
the Library or Congress (Library of Congress 2004). However, few 
provide detailed coverage of the authors’ service records. 
More modern children’s books written about the military frequently 
address the concept of coping with parents that are serving in the mil-
itary, moving, or the aftereffects of service, such as dealing with Post 
Traumatic Stress Syndrome (PTSD). There are many lists available 
that provide “best book” selections (spouse BUZZ, 2016) and articles 
that review specific books for their ability to provide counseling sup-
port (Tubbs et al. 2019). Seth (a former veteran) and Julia Kastle have 
written helpful books on understanding PTSD among military veteran 
moms and dads in The Why Series (Kastle and Kastle 2015). 
The lack of academic literature bridging military veterans and chil-
dren’s literature suggests that existing gaps persist in both library col-
lections and academic research. Due to the absence of research, the 
topic warranted further study to determine the existence and extent 
of veteran children’s authors and their works. 
Methodology 
In order to locate veteran authors, the following resources were 
consulted: 
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• Wikipedia 
• Primary Sources – (e.g. online Military Service Records) 
• Bibliographies 
• Children’s Literature Dictionaries 
• Author Dictionaries 
• Biographies 
• Consultation with professors in the English Department 
Out of all sources listed, Wikipedia surprisingly proved to be the 
most informative resource in helping to research authors’ military ser-
vice. In many cases, Wikipedia was the starting place under the sec-
tion “Children’s Authors” and provided more detailed service summa-
ries, referencing primary sources, bibliographies, dictionaries, and 
biographies. In addition to Wikipedia, resources such as Contempo-
rary Author’s Online, The Oxford Encyclopedia of Children’s Litera-
ture, and The Children’s Literature Review were searched comprehen-
sively by terms “military, “veteran,” “armed service,” “armed forces,” 
“army,” “marine,” “navy,” air-force,” “coast guard,” “ROTC,” “war,” and 
“nurse.” This broad range of terminology was used to reduce bias to 
the greatest extent possible and include women and people of color, 
who often served in a supporting role (e.g. Louisa May Alcott – Served 
as a nurse during the American Civil War). Searching initially through 
these sources, the librarian was able to confirm the details of an au-
thor’s military history. As authors were discovered, a Google Docu-
ment was created to collaborate with the rare books librarian, and to 
list all authors in alphabetical order, listing their affiliation with the 
armed services. A secondary page was created to delineate authors 
by country. This was done to refine collection priorities determined 
by the funding committee. 
The overall purpose of the research was to collect comprehensive 
sets of juvenile literature authored by military veterans. Over 160 
authors have been currently identified during the research process, 
with 64 American authors identified among the list. The initial sum 
of money ($12,500) was allocated by the Libraries NEH Endowment 
Committee under the expectation of devising specific parameters de-
fined by the librarians (the content development librarian and the rare 
books librarian at K-State), in conjunction with the Children’s Liter-
ature Track faculty in the department of English. Through a series of 
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meetings, in addition to the purpose, the following priorities and scope 
were developed for the project: 
Collection Priorities 
Priority 1 
(1) Works by American authors (including American territories) 
and non-U.S. authors who have been residing in the United 
States for an extended period of time. 
(2) Select memoirs and biographies of American authors if they 
provide information about their military service. 
——————————————————————————————————————————————
Priority 2 
(3) Works by U.K., Commonwealth nations, and Western Euro-
pean authors. 
(4) Additional international children’s authors around the world. 
—————————————————————————————————————————————— 
Priority 3 
(5) Works written by members of military families. 
Outcomes 
During the course of research, more than 160 authors world-wide 
were identified between 2013 and 2019. With financial support from 
the Libraries NEH Endowment Committee, a circulating collection 
was created, with rare books being housed in special collections. As 
of 2019, 19 complete collections of American authors have been pur-
chased, with another six authors nearly reaching completion. It has 
been presently concluded that no other library possesses an orga-
nized collection of children’s literature based on this theme, making 
this collection exclusive to K-State Libraries. The desired outcome 
of this project is to collect the complete sets of children’s literature 
works by all 64 American authors, with an aspirational goal of col-
lecting the complete works of all 160 authors, and more as they are 
discovered. While no additional monies have been award to the proj-
ect, there are ample funds existing from the initial sum of $12,500, 
with the possibility of requesting more as the endowment regener-
ates dividends. 
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Outreach initiatives became an important facet of the collection. 
A LibGuide (Hoeve 2019) was developed to inform the public regard-
ing all children’s authors who were identified as military veterans, 
with the encouragement to submit additional authors who were not 
included on the list. Several organizations related to PTSD rehabil-
itation contacted the content development librarian for arts, archi-
tecture, and the humanities via email to state their appreciation of 
the project. Unless deemed a rare book or unable to withstand usage 
in a general collection, works from the authors were placed in the 
stacks to increase access to the university community and the pub-
lic. As a land-grant institution, librarians and the English Depart-
ment faculty decided to make these books accessible to all, rather 
than keeping a closed collection. A 590 note was used to indicate 
the purchase through NEH funds to generate reports of all books ac-
quired through the project. 
An additional method of outreach was the curation of an exhibit 
to display portions of the collection. The exhibit, Eclectica, developed 
by the rare books librarian, contained Limited Editions Club Series 
books, items from the Feminist Newspapers Collection, and the Mili-
tary Veterans Juvenile Literature Collection (McGreer Hoyt 2015). The 
collection development librarian for arts, architecture, and the hu-
manities selected juvenile literature titles, curated the works in show-
cases by theme, and created descriptions and histories of the materi-
als. The exhibit was prominently displayed on the fifth floor of Hale 
Library, the main library at K-State, near the Richard L. D. and Mar-
jorie J. Morse Department of Special Collections, and the Hemisphere 
Room, a highly used room for lectures and large gatherings. The ex-
hibit attracted families on library tours (both formal and informal), as 
well as guests who attended lectures in the Hemisphere Room, adja-
cent to the exhibit hall. The exhibit received compliments from many 
of the English Department’s children’s literature faculty, who praised 
the originality and quality of the materials selected. Eclectica gener-
ated enough interest that it was the longest-running exhibit in the re-
corded history of the Libraries. 
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Conclusion 
With the success of the nascent collection, there is the possibility to 
use these materials for the benefit of the public, bridging the univer-
sity and the community. On the K-State campus, many post-military 
students from neighboring Fort Riley and Fort Leavenworth are sup-
ported by the military outreach programs. The Military Veterans Chil-
dren’s Literature Project diversifies the collections and addresses a 
mostly unrecognized area of Popular Culture and American Culture, 
yet one that plays such a vital role in illustrating a connection between 
military-inclusiveness on campus, and strengths in military history 
and children’s literature. These examples demonstrate that curating a 
collection of military children’s literature is adding to, and maintain-
ing a cultural history important to the campus, as well as making ma-
terials available to others that recognize the value of the collection for 
research and teaching. 
In addition to connecting veterans and the public with children’s 
literature, the emerging study of PTSD gives this collection further 
research value, as works of children’s literature are helping families 
to understand and cope with the effects of PTSD. This collection can 
play a vital role in supporting scholarship, creative outlets, and oc-
cupations, and ways of understanding the negative psychological ef-
fects of war. It is believed that this collection can and will continue as 
it plays a supporting role to the children’s literature programs in the 
Education and English Departments. Furthermore, due to its military 
relevance and the proximity of the Fort Riley United States Military 
Installation to K-State, it will aid present and future military/campus 
outreach initiatives. Funding in libraries continues to remain an is-
sue, but money still remains from the initial allocation to strengthen 
the collection. The rare books librarian will be able to use these funds 
to add more books as necessary. 
The scope and number of authors present financial and discovery 
challenges. Many children’s authors are prolific writers with substan-
tial bibliographies. Completing the initial priority of collecting Ameri-
can children’s authors will be significantly expensive and will require 
a great deal of time. Some authors will not be collected to completion 
due to unavailable copies or exorbitant expense. 
C a s e y  H o e v e  i n  C o l l e c t i o n  M a n a g e m e n t,  2 0 2 1      10
While traditionally focusing upon supporting the research and cur-
riculum needs of a land-grant institution, K-State Libraries managed 
to curate a collection of books authored by military veterans, the only 
known academic library to possess such a collection. The uniqueness 
of this collection enabled the libraries to provide outreach and engage-
ment through access to the materials, internet resources, and special 
collections exhibits. It is believed this collection will grow, and provide 
unique opportunities for research among current and future schol-
ars, and preserve cultural memory linking the university and mili-
tary veterans. 
Supplementary material — Appendix I follows the References.   
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